[Knowledge of the law of patient autonomy by medical and nursing staff involved in the surgical process].
To study the extent to which the Law of Patient Autonomy (LAP) is known by the medical and nursing staff of the surgical areas from the two university hospitals in Seville. Cross sectional study, obtained in July 2008 from a survey prepared by Hospital Virgen Macarena (HVM) staff and reviewed by an expert (lawyer) from the Ministry of Health of the Autonomous Government of Andalusia. Sixty three out of one hundred professionals (doctors, nurses and nursing assistants) of the surgical area of the HVM and Virgen del Rocio (HVR) hospitals participated in the survey. We performed a frequency analysis of responses to the questions and applied the chi-square test to determine whether there were differences in knowledge depending on the hospital, professional status and sex. Nearly seventy per cent of the participants (44) acknowledged to have made no attempt to learn the law, whereas only 14.3% (9) knew of some sort of hospital action to publicise the law. No significant difference in the knowledge of the law was found between the professionals of each hospital, while the level of knowledge was very modest in both places. However, we found a statistically significant difference in the personal initiative to learn about the LAP, depending on professional status, with the highest percentage being in nurses (P=0.05) and the lowest in doctors. For the implementation of the LAP in the hospitals, health personnel must have knowledge of it. This requires a commitment by hospitals directors and managers, as well as the people responsible for the different services.